[Edivilal]l viR) uSsIA

(332 anranal)

[\ Quoflal ¢d dR1dl-lL [azdl
% olsl edl. Ay 82
A2l oidll 28 e, il
Axf] viot % GelsHi edl. d oe
U2 ol s2elssl, ddl susl i
Hidl Alsagud s ald (e
opsilefl 2l el

arll E1E19 AHL ARV Sli-
sl drll Wl el A Yoy
W2 dls Al slel! e [&Re oie
97’

Al el 56i- ‘elelw, L
dl il (Bl silUor (e 63!
2L quid HIR Al Hl2l salssl
5l3dl 9, vt 8Ui Al sl
8 2 eldld diell Bige 2udl
9. [Rawll 2ed o wuywl
Glosasll, w3 7’

BBl U Y4RUUL dHdl
A{l-l ¢la usl

e

(2

2 s&- ‘olel, didl Glaaglll
AUl L UA D, W 9 Al voR Y
3 [Ratoll-l vl 2w g 97

Aflal Aals wild yemj-
‘Ul A7 2i2d 9 elel1w?’

elelopl d- ailadl duadl
s&i- ‘[Baudll vled Mol saLssitl
waly 5 qidl axgtl vidled] vleq
o el [patolletl vl 2 & -
uRaldl U4, ileHUdL 2ie

oflogeil @Ayl valltidl U5l
saladl.’

L Aol A=l 4L (2R3
wil o, eleley ell oul 3 vl
21 dld 2Ll @t dd dxemadl

uidl, dMEl s&i- ‘Ald, 2y

el ol 412 HollA [l

cudl Glasldl  uzbud
s,

glele As{ld add LMl
oL, Al Al Hw{l 24
slelit Ayl 2aufze ol
A YHA-AAN Olldl Sl
slelovl ol lsldul YeR
ollsudl U5 sudl. ul dadl
A=fld dadq wdaHdl s -l
ARSI WOUAL HeldHi 2L, ol
UAYLRAAL 1R URARIAL e
oINSl 1AL Sl

‘Glel, Al ¥ 8 [Ediuilel 1A USI2I.
o212 AANE arveil yiilnl o) 2419
d&AlA 61, AR d GiHell ad vy &.°

Lol i Aeflal Al g
orel opnsia Hlsldeil ollse 2L
A WAL e sURul adaui.
Hla1sS Aldl % 2t Aol olLasi-L
2820 YR % [(HeTM i 20y Rud
W, d AGA ARl Aiviiul
s welul Aus wdl A, d
o s vallell Aiual oyl !

A=l elelo-l iy usdla s&-
‘eleloy, He Higl s21sl slaaidl
% 2ileie YUl €ld, deil 53l eAR
ALl ALris AL GULASIAL ASUA UR
RHd A adll’

eleloout UMl A-fl-L ML u
€12 45Ul e 56 Gl2l, AL T ©
(Bettofll 201200 UsLaL. oI 248
2usll vallAl 24l w18 4t
¢l R d ol ad nu e,

ALY o2 oL WRAR AL 82
Sl gL, U A=l Yldl-l
salssl [eRe otlog u 44l ely. dal
el ol |l ela
yaLzledl. A elelw, slel, 4],
L i Al o) 418 ol
aldl 531, %l dlel diy 53 24
vidlal !

Al auw A edl 5 Miw
sa15dl, HlslSutl 21 Gust Sl
uRarRdAl A ¢ldl, wisofln
UL AH 27 F3RULAHEIA HEE
sl oo [Ralldl wil
Glogaell 9. m




» fabiafedie @ -

IO U2
Saturday, 07-11-2026

02

_PRAGMAGT

ofoleAl vl vl 21
4 9 ot o duldl
(zalell 21dl, [zaroll 2A1dl
Al el widl widl.

gleleils dl sutidl

Yedll ar-l us1e sadl
$AAMLS dl dledl 391

01| 82 Aonddl
HlslsS, saisaidl 4 wilel

Al duidl 30wl
(zalell 21dll, [zaroll 21l

Al arall vl widl,

(R0 dl @iy ydl ol
oML Y3LsL sl Hlel
Al saud] auaLdl sl
3L oeLeul llel
Rrseiell ALdld AwaHi
dlol olg Il =il
(zalell 21dl, [zaroll 21l
Al dll widl widl.

qUALMLS dl gl ™3]

dledf qal, Al 22l
el vaerd] ajeles

gulgy 3 8dl 2l
e A e wuy siidl

oLl o dl Usdl ¢l
(zalell 21dll, [zaroll 21l

Al dll vl widl.

uidl [Ediuil

2l [Banoll 2l (2ol 241l [gaudll
¥, 2ide, GHoL A HiomadlHl 2] Bl

S8, ¢, HleHl A didtef] i 52901 Sl
el [eaofl 2udl [eaofl 2udl [Baloll

SRIAIR, A[MAR, At AL Bl
ird Hiridetl HetHi oL2Lal el guefl

1ML woL2Ldl Bl suduHl semdl
[Basizill] allell el gl ool

olSIHL YR Baels, 132, Mefudid]l Foiefl
ldsale AN ddl AldAds{l - 52 2ol

4L (S 519, ML ey 519 v Yol gl
¥, e, GuoL, Hiomadll 2l [Badl

- 5199 59 81512 ‘s’

. sdadldll SAHA

© WORD SEARCH

,
(tl, 2l s2dls sSadl 2l . ol sSadi 2yl avll ©
dl a1 Boxuidl alidld aul.

Find and circle the words in the puzzle.

X . RIVIN|Z|Uu | M|P|P|L
(1) 2usd, wrw s ........
() eausal B B|E | |2 |WB|E]T
(3) %ufw%\ e wiA|lLIRK|IE|F|lL|Y|D

NENIIY G G

(¥) o398 o Aol @ . s wie B %7 a1 e
(bW  Gaadlaa ...
(8)  wdoga........ T|A|L|K|L|I|S|T|E
(9) R UGH ........ E/ A T/ M|D|A|IN|CI|E
Ei g ;LLQ:LLJQ A clilEl& 318 El&lD
(10) ~idl Rl -d esisl A ... WIR T T E|ILIAVUIG

Rigyall apst, (u) a4 418, (€) ohell siger, (©) ciod Rl 5641

(4) ag 52 dl e geldl, (2) A @A d gdl 52, (3) usuw wg, (%)
o3, (¢) swanl, (¢) B awu, (10) el asd

seadidl sAHA wun :

(1) 283, upa 53, *i1oy el S84 o1l
() eras suf 84 qwul,

(3)  old 13 ol asl.

(¥) 8o d Aui @l A - ol d gldl 2.

(W) Sandl o s AR,

(£)  ad oud A Bugyrddl aoil.

(9)  6uz oG oldl vieal.

(¢) sz M A uRLR g,

() =l sami g

(10) «tdl MMl AAq gLl A 8 52 dl e gLl

1




2 {oiafehia

GMA

o] I 215 Y8 AT M o
}lé Yoy, Ul A1z oy dlaissy
13[\ L, 2Aieust qgt} el WA R
83 gl ML A5l ALE DA Wl
uig ssellondl Yui-guul 3l W
2l

[Balell 425 »adl % 2] duu
a1l porHoral drdlg. arisl 151
adl, ey ol orddl e
o241 Hls1 Ll yoit detidl.

AL OUHHI 51 Al AR L
#9153 28l &dll. sl [ ot [
SRR sdl. dxil WL Yer elagl,
53 e 6R8ll2AL tlildl. sigl usL
(il 4 Wi 23530 otetladisil
w6t 9llu gl

215 [Baat sigl Nl esy, ‘oly,
[Baollui dlsl »tiedl o elasl 54
w214 87

Alfdgeudel AHel ogclior AW,
‘o2, [zanoll ustadl dear 9. eldl
R old © 5 2iasR o dedl
121 1A, A5 sl U1 U de g2
PRIRTER

i oflfdecudul [Bawll Hie
8o elasl ol gdl. Udg toARMl
630l dlogellAl glasl A Al
A8LURAL AlM~ll Hddi dlsl qLél-L
ACKEN R REE TR

(Batella Miot wi [Bay olsl e,
89l g51uL Hl2MRIAL gladl Wil
gl

Ml Gely A8 slg2d Yy,
OLLY,, HIUBL 2L Avid 5655 g 54 -
PRIy

‘9i g s34, elsu?’

S92 Uldil esdRuidl s P
5183, dui del Ald il lal e
glast elul edl. e35 elal ur sdl,

YYD AU

Saturday, 07-11-2026

Elusidvile] 26 Vidl

olloiSSI §

YdPl 2w izl

15[t el

Sf[Geaits viaL A oL, [dl st
glsuat A8 HollA e 3ol elagl
oeilaldle 93 54,

uig [eanefl-l 2uoidl Aie ydl ua
81l gladl 14l Aeldl.

2o ALY sl AL HER WA
lleloll UHHL g elel Houl. duil
CARRERIR

‘elel, di Al visal 54 olsl 917
CRERIZON

elelot 56, ‘oleL, 1l ad W wia

)

519 clins #Hlsid
dicdj, s1gA Viativ
AR, dl sigA
Uldicll [GiR11viRfHizi
2\s1 V41 cluIcl.
Giglin Houlla 21
BilG1Alcig] ol1H 2Av)
- ‘s €ld yRilall’.

. J

120l

-
- "E

[Ediu)

2 clas vdleartt we Ta Al
%Ry ed 3 ool dlami o
[audll s e’
sle, dd % gsin Adl A
| Ald Yo eldsl ade wil
wl,
‘elel, L dURL M. il
quid dIRL 8341 Y8l Ald
| 2ol Bawll 19’
opsllelotidl AiviHL iy
1l Ul dHSL sl WA
w12 3l vtigllale viwi,
83 YgllA sie2l Hidid
AL dld 561, Hidia A4l
s&), ‘olel, [Baloll-l A2l
e AR HA O U

YR S8 SLSHL AU v RHd

g’

sl 215 e [AAR Il

oflog [2ad d suoux Al e
(g5 &), ‘A2, HAIUSL UL 2l
yRail Hee 3121 el wal [Balell
CEETRINERTRETRC I

[uets 211 (AR vol o3l dHdl
oL 0L 24 2ARULANE 131 56

S oias Hleld iy, sl vl
Y ,\cfl S5 Ul [Braagvlig]
sl UL ot o4izl qofld i
MY M Ay - s gldl
vollel’,

O [HeAL URUY 2L AU UL HL

sl ALl

aweldl Az ouasidl sl
AL YaLd 2iddl Aol uRARIHL
8141wl dadl g 1l glast,
Lot 2tet 00l I0L e oLl

SL5eL 8-l 2i21R0HE 391 ol
dl S+l €41 glagl UaLAl. oSl
412l QUi 2 AUl Sl

L3l % UHYHL dUMHAL €35 UM
voll-ll UsteL Sels A4l

A[deeis i ol A1 W@l gdl.
AECERERTRECTEN

‘G, Ay g U s Hiél ald
aflutardl oL, eldl |t |-l Al
eldl. AL eldl dl 20 9, ¥ ofloal
AU Uslel 5eld.,’

sig el ugll.

Ul 21y Yoy Bl 2@ ed.
gl el glasl WAl edl,
LSIAHL Ag AHSAL edl 2 ollasl
eyl ¥dl Sdi.

$lejd Uldlel 8L 2ALUM] 9edl
gldl w2r2ledl, udsisl irissl Alsl
ddi odld dldl ool uig ol
Al

d glaln Aldi sieje wedlslotiel v
AS2L ie ol GLASIe S22 AUl 2L,

ddl [ s&f, ‘olly, ed -
dHony 5 [Batofl-l il usta -l
o112 Al IS REUHI UL D).

Sfl[AeeiS de Aul ¢l dlel.

d [Bapiell YrryHi 218 4e Ul
23 4. 82 a¥ [zl (2ad €38
uRAlR 21 eldl vial 8l wateladl,
ol visllil 24 ustaedl lell ay o3
gl

R R TR PR TR ER TR
A AN U519 adAald] su12y
gl dddl A, ug wtesoel adl
AUY. m

£lus %l
Aol Batell ud s413 209 i)

[% S50 [Ueg 2 Al 52l
L [Baroll MyR sesil slidirdl vs
adn o8l edl.

(Bawoll »iddl d-l 82ui €lal
Y45l 30l eoudl 2iq il
Yol geldl. umiA salssl slaadl
[egrivior % 4ot 2tddl edl.

25 i gl Hlel Ay sl
galsdl ollaet sll, ‘way... ol
A9 Hlel oot 52l U M Hlal
a2y 2iog sul Gley.wia
Wl Asdl gl ABd ad 3l
alll, dvll2l s34 G4 ol , e 83l
qdle elelown st guildl 44l sy
AL AL,

AR R CICTRCETRERETIN
‘oL, [paloll »ed s5d Hlel @l
A8, ueL UM, ustal e Adidl-l
dASAIR 69, Hl2L MAlalol $21581 UL
ot st, wellzl 2 oflHIR disid sd
©... 48l auid dusll YHsL edl
Ueld 53 e 2Aly URL g5
R

Mgl elelwd yeRf, ‘dl usl
8L [eatefl 5ol 2 sedlA?’

tlelol el s&f, ‘ol salsl

fiogail

5131 % &1, dl el a1 q212-1
Al s2lssl ude srAL w9l ¥ vl
SR vieal Helnul, yrsl HieL dlsi-l
A8, g4l sl3dl. s2Lssl slumi ade
54134 8134l A€l wiell 3 d1-] s00fl
i Al 2 Y1G susi udal.’

Mg 2 20 Yy,

'u_ :

Aalluil

[Eaiunl

Yo adl, ag) wiell vlg 2 sull,
Al ddl gl AEl a2 wa
vl

YRaR AA A5l e 0l
Halsid Al - ol dond, ¥yuH s
2laels 20,
£2 iy uRa1R A1 aldlil, Moyl
% [Banofll 24l M4l
oogud  [egal S8 el
AL 52550 6l 4 SIS AL
Ml 2 elelo-dl wd, vedl
Helrui glsl Al s2Lsl

o {81521

a2l H{la gudl sUdlL s,
‘[2atoflui s viidlrl »tisie dl 9,
wel a4 widl Hlsidall A Alsde
vilqiel U2 gt eldHi guildl 414 2
dlbiad ool 2. oozl asll gase
YlolSll A2t 9 2 o vdld, Aldl

Tealollll 2224140 55 vidlg, @i
glaal o A€l - $85 upeicns s1d um
sall Ly 8!

gt detl Baollot 58l 4 3
dil ¢adl 204 51010 2 el e
DAL 2 s Seld odlall.
WAL elal 2021ouR9l A1 82 usiadl
AL, dglaH 5 UIglaHl el dlst
1 il #1e te g1 518 eietlasl.

‘Caiuilyi sl
ey qm ol wica emoie iy g, ) T
y , \
"’"CIleﬂ% Sl 3-"6 18] ) AlsQe SRR
2 g0, Eicuj w2,
Aldi21ct por) I guiId) 2i12) 40 e
shdse lﬂsltfa:; ; IS, C:;“i-’l-li gei oisiic]
AR & ) of Y e
diel.’
. yRar
J Al ke
ugl elelol 25 Yer dld sél, Wl

(gl vollall s&), ‘@i qvid-l
(Bl vz e 8, 51201 5 wél R
Al $5d W™, AH 2 AHS O

[Ugal 2510 dRs %O 56,
‘At [Banell o wiAl [gael!”

e ARl UMl oYL ellasl
(BaloflHi »1LeoL gH1sL, 2Ll A1aly,
a4 elal, ay sel i WRalR 48 vl
Qe ddalz Guddl. m




2 feafehe -

GMA

Nainil J. Pandya

he city  market
I sparkled with
colourful lights as

Diwali approached. Shops
overflowed with sweets,
lanterns and earthen lamps,
while families hurried to finish
their festive shopping.
Eleven-year-old Ram spent
his Diwali holidays helping his
father at their sweet shop.
Across the street, a man named
Mohan sold colourful paper
lanterns and clay diyas from a
small handcart. Every night, he
tucked his belongings
underneath his cart, spread a

( )
"Everyone
hasdifferent
circumstances,
son. Weshould
tryto
understand
peoplebefore
making
assumptions.
Weshould
alwaysbe
grateful for
what we
have.”

\. J

thin sheet on top and slept
there.

One evening, Ram noticed
Mohan preparing to sleep on
his handcart.

"Papa, why does Mohan
uncle sleep on his cart every
night? Doesn't he have a
home?" Ram asked.

His father replied gently,
"Everyone has different
circumstances, son. We should
try to understand people before
making assumptions."

"I wonder why Mohan uncle
has to sleep on his handcart. T
wish  everyone had a
comfortable home to return
to," Ram said innocently.

His father smiled. "That's a
kind thought, Ram. We should
always be grateful for what we
have and help others whenever
we can."

The next day, on the eve of
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of Diwall

Diwali, the market was
crowded  with  shoppers
preparing for the festival.
Mohan was happily arranging

ORI \

o ;"-\2\-.\'&“‘?4'; 8

/ 4

"I'm fine, sir, but look at my
cart and my goods!" Mohan
replied sadly. "I don't know
how I'll recover from this

diyas and torn lanterns, feeling
helpless and miserable.

After making sure Mohan
was safe, Ram's father asked,

his colourful lanterns and clay loss." "Do you have family here in
diyas on his handcart when a vesseee. the city?"

speeding motorcycle oot o ® " See., . "My wife and eight-year-
suddenly lost control and . I ¢ ., old daughter live in a
crashed into it. One of . Send money ., distant village,"
the cart's wheels o’ . . Mohan explained.
bent, several R homefor thelr % "l send money
lanterns were torn, o ses e, home for their
and dozens of o exp'en and my °, expenses and
cay diyas ¢ daughter'seducation.l sleep - my daughters
shazlteredBonf the e On my Cart to ave mon@/ On . C?UCEIUOII. 1
anyone could - rent.| haven't celebrated Diwali * cart 1o save
react, . the 1 with my family for fiveyears, ; morey — on
motorcyclist : . . . rent. I haven't
sped away e Th|Syear, | final Iy saved .  celebrated
withoutstopping. %, enough tovisitthemand - ol with my
immediately ran to % pr0m|%d my daughter .~ years. This year, I

his father. "Papa! A .',
motorcycle has crashed
into Mohan uncle's cart.
Please come quickly!"

Ram and his father hurried
over. Seeing the damage, other
shopkeepers and passers-by
rushed to help. Some collected
the undamaged goods, while
others cleared the broken diyas
from the road.

"Are you hurt, Mohanbhai?"
Ram's father asked.

| would behome."

Ram
looked at the broken diyas.
"Uncle, you worked so hard to
arrange everything. How could
someone cause SO much
damage and simply run away?"
he asked.

Mohan looked at his broken

.o finally saved
. enough to visit them
and  promised my

daughter I would be home.
Now, I may have to spend
those savings repairing my cart
and replacing my goods."

Ram felt a lump in his
throat. "Uncle, your daughter
must be waiting eagerly for
you. We have to find a way to
help you get home!" he said.

His father smiled. "You're

right, son. Let's see what we
can do together."

Ram's father immediately
called a mechanic to repair the
cart. He also bought most of
Mohan's undamaged lanterns
and diyas, paying him a fair
price. Other shopkeepers
joined in and purchased the
remaining goods to support
him.

Once the cart was repaired,
Ram's father offered Mohan
additional financial help to
make up for his losses and
cover his travel expenses.

"Now you can go home and
celebrate Diwali with your
family," he said warmly.

Mohan's eyes filled with
tears. "Thank you so much for
helping me. You have given me
much more than money. You
have given me the chance to
keep my promise to my
daughter and celebrate Diwali
with my family. I will always
remember your kindness," he
said gratefully.

Ram hurried into the shop
and returned with a box of
sweets.

"These are for your wife and
daughter, Mohan uncle!" Ram
said cheerfully.

Mohan smiled gratefully
and set off for his village,
carrying the sweets and the
happiness of a long-awaited
reunion.

As Mohan left, Ram turned
to his father and said, "Papa, |
feel so happy that we could
help Mohan uncle!"

His father smiled warmly
and replied, "That's what
makes our festivals truly
special, son. The happiness we
share with others makes our
own celebrations even more
meaningful."

That evening, as diyas
glowed across the market,
Ram felt happier than ever.
Knowing that Mohan would
finally celebrate Diwali with
his family filled his heart with
joy. For the first time, he
understood that the brightest
light of Diwali wasn't always
the one that came from a diya
or a lantern. Sometimes, it
came from a simple act of
kindness.

Moral

The true joy of Diwali lies in
spreading kindness, helping
those in need and sharing
happiness with others. B




Dear Uncle Fix-It,

| am Birva, a 14-year-old
student in Class 9. | have a
problem that | find rather
embarrassing: | am terribly
afraid of the dark! And | don't
mean just dark, unfamiliar
places. Even inside my own
home, | feel frightened when the
lights are switched off.

| cannot walk alone fromone
roomto another if thelightsare
off. At bedtime, things that look
perfectly normal during the day

suddenly become scary. For
example, clothes hanging
behind a door sometimes ook
like ghosts! | also get the
strange feeling that something
is hiding under my bed and
might suddenly come out and
attack me.

The strangest part is that |
don't even watch horror movies
or scary television shows. Yet,
these frightening thoughts
keep coming back,
especially at night. | have
even tried chanting 'Om
Namah Shivay' before entering
a dark room, hoping it will
make me feel brave. But
somehow, my fear refuses to
disappear! Why am | so scared
of something as ordinary as
darkness? Is there something
wrong with me? And, most
importantly, how can |
overcome thisfear?

Please help me switch off
these scary thoughts!

- Birva

Dear Birva,

First things first: Relax! You
are not living in a horror movie,
there is no ghost waiting behind
your bedroom door, and your
bed is not secretly hosting a
monster convention!

But jokes apart, I want you to
know something important:
There is absolutely nothing
embarrassing about being
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TheMidnight Monsters:
Who'sAfraid of theDark?

afraid of the dark. Even grown-
ups sometimes experience fear
when they are alone in a dark
room. So, you are certainly not
the only one! Let's understand
what is happening.

Why does
darkness make us
afraid?

%» Our  brain is an
extraordinary machine. One
of its most important jobs is

danger.

This does not mean there is
something wrong with you. It
simply means your brain needs
a little training to distinguish
between imagined danger and
actual danger.

Five tricks to
defeat your
midnight
monsters!

to protect us from

danger. During the \ PP~
daytime, our eyes W J_
provide  plenty  of :

information about our
surroundings. We can
easily recognise a chair, a
cupboard, a curtain or a
pile of clothes.

But when the lights go
off, our eyes cannot see
things clearly. Our brain
receives incomplete
information and sometimes
tries to fill in the

gaps.

| syour bedroom
duringtheday but

haunted houseat ni

chadowsand fu

frighteningw

ht? Door d'!nary
rniturebegin to \00';(
hen thelightsgo off"

per fectly safe

Here

And
guess what? It occasionally
becomes a little too creative! A
shirt hanging behind the door
becomes a ghost. A curtain
moving in the breeze becomes a
mysterious creature. The space
under your bed becomes a
hiding place for imaginary
monsters.

This happens because our
imagination is  working
overtime. Psychologists
sometimes describe this as a
tendency to interpret unclear
situations as threatening.

The more you think about
something frightening, the
more frightening it can become.
If you repeatedly imagine a
monster under your bed, your
brain may start treating that
imaginary possibility as a real

is your personal mission to
become the fearless
commander of your bedroom!

1. Becomeadetective, not a
frightened spectator: The next
time your clothes look like a
ghost, switch on the light and
investigate. Walk closer and
examine them. Touch the
clothes. Move them around.
You will discover that your
terrifying ghost is actually your
favourite T-shirt!

Do this whenever an
ordinary object looks
frightening. Gradually, your
brain will learn not to panic at
every strange shadow.

2. Start a darkness
challenge: Don't try to become
fearless overnight. Begin with
something very small. Switch

|y turnsintoa
suddenty clothes,

off your bedroom light but keep
a dim night lamp on. Spend a
few comfortable minutes in that
setting. After a few days, try
walking a short distance in a
dimly lit room. Slowly increase
the challenge as your
confidence  grows.  This
technique is called gradual
exposure. It helps your brain
understand that darkness is not
automatically

dangerous.
Remember, there is
no competition here.
Move at your own pace!
3. Give your
imagination something
better to do: Before sleeping,
read a funny book, listen to
soothing music or think about
something enjoyable that
happened during the day. You
can also imagine yourself in a
beautiful place: perhaps a
beach, a garden or a magical
kingdom where you are the

superhero!
Avoid frightening stories and
disturbing  videos  before

bedtime. Even if you don't
watch horror movies, some
social media videos and spooky
stories can influence your
imagination.

4. Make your bedroom
your happy place: Keep your
room organised. Make sure
your clothes are inside the
cupboard instead of hanging
behind the door. Keep a small
night lamp near your bed if it
makes you comfortable.

And about that mysterious
space under your bed? Ask
someone at home to check it
with you once. After that, stop
inspecting it repeatedly. You
don't need to conduct a nightly
monster census!

5. Don't fight your fear
alone: Talk to your parents
about what you experience. Tell
them honestly how frightened

you feel and ask them to

support you while you
gradually become
comfortable with darkness.
\ If the fear continues for
I’ a long time, affects your

i

1
3
‘.

. sleep or stops you from
4 doing ordinary activities,
speak to a school
counsellor or a mental
health professional. They
can teach you simple
techniques to manage
anxiety.

What about
chanting 'Om
Namah
Shivay'?

There is nothing wrong with
chanting a prayer if it gives you
peace and comfort. It can
become a lovely part of your
bedtime routine.

However, remember that
overcoming fear also requires
understanding your thoughts
and gradually changing your
reactions. Don't feel
disappointed if chanting alone
doesn't make the fear disappear.

Your final mission!

Birva, I want you to
remember one thing: Being
brave does not mean never
feeling afraid. Being brave
means learning to handle your
fear instead of allowing it to
control you.

You don't have to switch off
every light in your house
tomorrow. You don't have to
prove anything to anybody.
Take small steps, celebrate
every little achievement and be
patient with yourself.

All the best, little warrior!

Yours cheerfully,
UncleFix-It m
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Reading Room
Continued from page 11

dress or behave differently.
What should children

learn from this book?

Be kind to newcomers:
- Never make fun of someone
because they speak differently
< or come from another country.

Respect different cultures:
Every culture has its own

traditions, food, language and
values. Differences should be
celebrated.

Never lose hope: Difficult
beginnings do not necessarily
mean unhappy endings.

Value your family: When
everything else changes, family
can become your greatest
source of strength.

Be patient with yourself:
Learning a new language or
adjusting to a new environment

takes time. Making mistakes is
perfectly normal.
Final Words

Inside Out & Back Again is
a beautiful reminder that
home is not just a place; it is
also the people, memories
and experiences we carry
with us. Its sequel, When
Clouds Touch Us (2023),
continues Ha’'s journey two
years after her arrival in

America. As of November
2026, no major film or
television adaptation of the
book has been released.

This is a wonderful book for
children because it teaches
them something that textbooks
cannot always explain: to
understand another person’s
struggles, we must first learn
to see the world through their
eyes. B



2 {hafema @ -

—PAGMAGT

JY2I0 U2 08_ 09

Saturday, 07-11-2026

4!

QQ BAI4CI Iy olIS

[?l%lm dlgil ad-l

sdl. dlelz-l aHl sideu-li
el qolld 2gemen ylRud
Al is Al 2l edl.
(a2 del A edl. il
Al Ml eoladlaze
cleu-{l Areuell 2y q. usdlell
arl [@egdlq Uocol A=A
(acy 2 addl. (s
(Brgcld N>l AU Ul
vedl o AlFYU WL, Al ol
gdal yas sdl. 218 i wRell
oflo g& ur aiel-dl ¥4 sel
ocdl. du-l 21 2gld AdA
aorgdlaza
ddd  ode
(o) s¢ld

[GRA%R, godaz?l

gecidd] 2 2sdle d-l uR
alloflonz sul. gloA viiroSIgR
ol oL, »18l silasilall
gy 53l oAl AL, Uig Mexl
gl [ ad eedl@e
yleladl el »33uls aLl.
el 2l 2n edl R
AL U8 6L % siAsilall. A
Ml dl ol a2 218 o oddl.
2edfRe il Mdiad]l vidly
uz dlloflonz sdl, uig i Rl
Y4l o1l Gleteldl uisu Gleial
yielarl slael 21 ussted oL
(2 e [FaRel Aeldl. dxsl
uld s A
ed . Yq,
(uzdl a4l
yldladl 2lu

(’!, l: alddl U‘la aéC-Iﬁlé aoil qu 2“‘1;‘!;.':!; Q\L
dgduz aue 1 uR dleilelR sal. a%? Az
dud ecdl eqilod vildiGigIgR - ciani  asA
eleidl= aulz i a1, sel eflaedl a1l
YLIHL  ALHA q s APy UYS

san. uig sifasiElail Ny
- d L. A 1Hl
kel dud gussail ciadl Aqacl Wil
WSS L. T olisl, URd HI&oll | vy 34 .
S{Li‘m C*;;lf ygl [@R2R Aad  -iledz ol
wilul s,  ccdRieuldlon  ratadlmt

. LA .
el el &1 nsuid dul. ogaloiHl QA
ollaot udlael - yldlAell A oelgl elladi
qé{%aﬂq%i% édl i A val s & | .
) e | A si@si@al, | silaslal
4 SARU Yldld,

MRl ALsl.

AMEL M URASYH ALY RHI
VUAGELER UD% U GHAL
5ALML Gldley, . VIAM8lER
silasiliiAL 2ALsial ool
vedl Hi2 o=l edl 5 del
LA Rl HIMAML AU 53
edl. dd 5128 o &L,
AR 2 Yuisan sil-l uon
A ol edl. vinosign
ddl gsH-l oleel 2val 4
5042, 130+ A% QAR

91 F5cll el
w2g 58l Al Ay 412wl
U gl sl 4l AL, AR
VM g 5 54 A sH Ul Asle
Uil ol el alondl 9L, uig
Vi AYy SIS ARHL ViU 2
ERCTERCEE TR EI ECTEREAN I ||
allufl viul aS. e drssul
WA M8 Al o HeL e9Ldl
glal. Ay 215 $6 MIRAHLALAL
2elml Al us 2.

- [¥d= uia

Hellot dl a1 o 821, As
H1El Ul qar 2ioi wiell, 2u104
S slecfeeal] Ulds2 aHy susi
aivfl €1 Aed 2 H2ld
AHMIRAIY SUSIal 4104 d2IS]
A0l, ofldl 2nat 2qsdl yel
AN A1 o d¥Hi s¢ 2)a a1
D A el 9 ? vielRel AlHIo
vl @d dioig dlfior 3eilet
dYorHi Vol 612 8l © SlkeIS
d¥l susia »suell S2ddl
H1241l Hier 2Ha yiellal [sisia
HI2 Aol o10ilA) 8121 9. A1v]
Halla dlavaiea] Ayd 9.
Hellotell Guzotl 6119) Y€l g
=y &ly 8. & JHyel
AHols0dl HHIA S S2 O,
&ldl Hi2ell susiell v,
yiefle s1er adl2etl I
ogl- gl aHdi d s s2

Hleioidlodl vllda] [Astiol

Cncwﬂm vicuiall 2E
yédl 219 ¥si2l Hnddigf
Hual Algel Hleod edl.
Hlewoical Msia AH1ud)
ovfldel Aetlv [Asiier ©.
a141ef] Hlel Y1a1o) 14l [Ede
HISd GBI A AN AHal
oAld oo . Hlel Hl 9did
seds e 2dida s2lell
VA V2.

Hlaodlal yleing el
agl 213 Hodi d=in ol 8.
Hleled] 241 d210 Aol NAd)
XU ¢ AN3 9. d A [SAva
A1l M(EZA1 s2)1 siofq
siRIsATs ©el uIS 8. A
s¥lal e AHay s6 9.
A1ARH AAe 2Ad] Bof
AHUA AndlA €A .

Hleoicllop e Wloioal
AN IR Al[SAevetoll Yzl
Buaiol aidl «eil. 2H4a dHi
&dl el ¢l 9. ¢y A

H2iloiHi susi sdl
d eNdig & ?

Susi gl Higof dlf2io]

8. Alodint vielHi ysdl
susial 241 H2ilet Bsuell ASSI2
gH1d 8. A2d susi ANNR B,
AHel dyell Ad 2l us 9.
esSldiz Al (s VIR AIE
Hellotyiof viel fosia ag o2l
9. AHa Hlla s2)2] ¢lall
SUSiel gHId 8. S Vel 2 A
yiell yer «lsoll v a yiel
alsu) o121 vyl s2di2
griaaiell susi nAal 24s1e oy
0 Yo vslR SIgll UIE @S]
diz isddiell ¥ ¥32 26 9.

HIH Al H2Ae
dlf&eflAletl uRe el 2AHycl
UjAld 52 9. difd1 H2Ae
HASs YSIRall 6l © AHal
€25ai] 2%a1l AHal S1f U laHi
2lls) eell $2 &1 8. u2d dHiH
Hellol As o (Aeglid Uz sIH
s2di el 9.

sell SdI 9. Al s1ofa sE
s1¥la s120) Ulon Hsif3id
231 g0l S22 © ¥ AHyeld
Yo ol 2a34 €12 €9 Aol
Y121 A 9. A1 Hleioid) el
ald Hlel a8l yel sicfasl
ysif3ld senel oad 9.
sicid, s212dlal S ddell €ld|
yel A1 2ld ¢l €A e
eidal ¥sI21 AN 9. ¥SIQ A
2id 2(SARAA 9.

Iulailoi 2salldlyoil vER|d

eafsain : v AHAdloy

Aesiviazien Rsie 200
dal Bualail Aas AlEa) e
[Ads2a1. audl A€H[ [alde
ysiz¢l AF(ds 2A1€9) Buid
gfSA1 yel celd). A1 vigl
draA) RAsAYds spi dl 52
¥ YRl evidHl AER Hel

® yod] yz HI¥ dd] 2124
Aol Msi2l yelel veinHiel
30000 d¥f Ugdi slsuial 8.
Boral 242fetl somaiel 2uid)
AEN Alddi sv=) af @19l ©
u2d =1l uzell yedl el
HI19 Als [HlsteH] uel
M 90,

® 2. Q¢E3Hl ewIddl e
sidedl] yosl co s2ls
[sadler didl &d).

eqaHimial 2dlell [dzie

SdlcHS  Clad).
g 21.azq0H| vad)
191 2\ dfey ellSauion
2salldiyell Gay
si¥oll ©. NSl
Ylestdl2 H191 Hid
A1 glSA1n AHA1dd)
0 AHa [dumAe
9.
Y121 AT@val
- AR [Hsd sals
'yl s 9. A A4
BGuzid =181 ey,
: AAUgoll [Rufa
- ayer gell visnoil
HI[&d) €21fd 9.
A1 seaoil AHI
alSao e Aal
SdAlcHS ©. dofl
BRI £l Eddiell H[A 8.
HI9| Adlevet] eipI 220e1 [AR10
SlAGHi s=dl A2, Aa Adl
212RA1a H[as] KHa 2Ala2)
29lcll 21Ha AHISSI ©. Al
€S20 e SAIST) AHY vidId
9. .. acooHi glsS2A1n esm
Sdos2 el GA=aMi 1A

vdiniyul Hoin Guz 9.
Holnefl A1 (ER1 vyl
29 [Sd1HleR BRI AHa goo
[SAHleR [CrdiRHi SdIE
0.

e yaiisHi 2lefl ag geid
o@2lel 2lRell ©. o@J2lof
elRall As AUl vedl
ovegllel dvel @Ie42l yed)
c?aci 212,

eg g2 au yadlell 3.¢
Aodllez g2 od el

[Gsucil [CsticlRA « « « «

~ Acydlds wiEsol 2Nas
Aol Adxcl cAlR

ra 24 Bulalelsiul

wWiResell sl Hecdell 9.
2(¥el duzilel A1 Buzid
Genanui ayzid) 2AleetHH2)
dellddIH| WifResa) Rus
BGuaNal &1 V. wWIRES dISsS!
el elidai el ad dlg ©.
sferaizel] #isla 2uss! el
aeg il (afae  usiRerl
wiesHiel oia 8. ARAAs
WiREs Avid AHa esIB el
8. duial sfeiuz, Md2Hdall
2AI€lel) BuRid Hals 21eBuilol)
AN vial © Al 2ME Nes
dxdl el s &dl. el
ellda(2o1, wiell danndis] 2Aielot
822 [Se2 ddl2 wWo xed)
2MeN s3) &d.

odMaol  dxndlal ooy
oAl'sol  221es]  vid

g.21.9¢3940| old¥i2q] ¢
diRW 2= &dl. d 3515 i)
sigldl. au dife]l BH2 4O
gldoaell 2HSS| Ualldd]
SYolldi SN @19). 411 SYoilH]
Ad2vell Uls Hd WIIES
viotlddio] HV SIH &d. A
A elelleidel] caid). s
glefleidell HEQ A AHal
Aud yelef oaiddiel (a2
53| Adlyell 2Ne s2).

godosal AWdASIKHles:
usled 28dl a4 wilRes
Bu= 2d2Megel s3la ARl Avid
ARUANYS 2Mel s1gy ¥ 212
Hdi 210 Aa 2192 €l
AR U] 83)al AUl e vl
Adealds wifesurel
2HdaAHd HIE €SI dHY
2Ad2vell HEIRI Cistiddie] 2120
vioR]. g.2f.acgeHi del uld
s2dl veleld ARAs oiH
AR ¥ AH1¥ Yol HRJulAd ©.
ARUA s 2Mel ug) Adl dotl
Beaulea HIZ Suef]l 221y,
ARdigsHiell sirisi, 2idld
AHal UMl A€, Hal
slelleianiell vaid) daHiH Al
vleidl @l9fl. &12al defl i
e vied g.21.9ca8H] Ul
qsd Adlad 2AT édl.
g 2.a¢001 A Hidsll 20 dIZIV
doi AHdRdlal 213 &d.

) O )

glc3ac 6AS GIS : SIY| &Nl

Coicaisioi sl szl
AMell e el [oigfy MLl 8.
&201 €] vdsil A4 gell B2Iali
Ndl HA 8. GHIRdHI Nd] HN I
sI0l &R0 (A= Mg 9. sl
&20 32 g GlRdel e V.
dsil Uls s101 32141l 3didldiui)
&l 8. €12) AHal Udl U2 ASE
din &l ©. dol AUl
AHRIUIRI ASE 22l §510) &2
0. HIEI 8201 CIEIH] 2211l Bl

D AHal HiEla [3i21S] Eldi o).
€I ol allell 9IS YialI3 Al
iRl oilser 812 89 AHa 0 Hi
28 8. e20 ¢ 2R IR
uio o pssuell €] S 8. i
8201 cil ave] ARl 1210 8.
digl AHal Rigal g2l M Bisi2
0. 510l &2 e [AAud! Aeli
[BI21S] V. o2 SINI &2RI8 A«
gy dloll do ASdl AIsYs
(32151 1 .

21215 : Yl o€l sAI
aé 8?
[Genail : olal uR.
21215 : cISAHI Gidid.
f[Genadl : as2m3i sdl 2d cidig?
cis2Al udoil ol va?

AHAIY : GlEIR ¥ldl, ¥
dlsual 5 cél?
dls? : GleR dl Jialg 8.
AHcIY : ol 2lA ada
ol, s1HAIR!

&"*
®

Rizis : s1d 250 A4 ol
2vild «wg 2€ dl ad
2 s22A?
f[Genedl : A1S) AR A6 ¥4,
vyl sld ol ad wA dl 2e15
3HHI ys] edA.



e, fiafea :

N0 AU

Saturday, 07-11-2026

10

(
What happenswhen

twotiny micetakeon
theenormous
Australian
wildernessto savea
littleboy and a
magnificent golden
eagle? Adventure,
danger, friendship
and breathtaking
animation come
together in Disney's
TheRescuers
Down Under (1990).
Avisually
spectacular wildlife
adventure, thisfilm
provesthat courage
hasnothingtodo
with size!

- J

magine being a tiny
I mouse in a world
inhabited by  giant

crocodiles, dangerous snakes,
enormous birds and ruthless
human beings. Sounds
terrifying? Not for Bernard and
Miss Bianca, two courageous
mice who work for the Rescue
Aid Society, an international
organisation dedicated to
helping people in danger.

Released on November 16,
1990, The Rescuers Down
Under is the sequel to Disney's
1977 animated film The
Rescuers. Directed by Hendel
Butoy and Mike Gabriel, the
movie takes the audience from
the familiar surroundings of
New York to the wvast,
breathtaking wilderness of the
Australian Outback.

The story begins with Cody, a
young Australian boy who has a
special friendship with a
magnificent golden eagle named

ﬂ\Gl'\\ A

Wingsof Cour age:

poacher, Percival C.

Under D

McLeach, is hunting the rare
bird, he bravely attempts to
protect her. Unfortunately,
McLeach kidnaps Cody, hoping
to force him to reveal the
location of Marahute's nest.

A distress message reaches
the Rescue Aid Society in New
York. The organisation
immediately sends its two most
dependable agents, Bernard and
Miss Bianca, to Australia. Their
journey is made even more
entertaining by Wilbur, a rather
clumsy but lovable albatross
who becomes their mode of
transport.

Once in Australia, the duo

Beautiful Fjjm
. S Eve
Kid Shoulq Watchry

receives assistance from Jake,
an adventurous kangaroo rat
who develops a special fondness
for Miss Bianca, and Frank, a
friendly frill-necked lizard.
Together, they must outsmart
McLeach, rescue Cody and save
Marahute.

daring escapes, dangerous
encounters with wild animals,
spectacular aerial sequences and
plenty of comic moments.

The film's greatest attraction
is perhaps the contrast between
the tiny rescuers and the
enormous world around them.
Bernard and Bianca may be
small, but their determination is
enormous. And that is precisely
what makes this adventure so
enjoyable.

How was this

movie made?

Behind this exciting
adventure lies a fascinating

The Rescuers Down Under
was a landmark production for
Disney because it became the
first feature film to be completed

entirely through a digital
production pipeline. It used the
Computer Animation
Production System (CAPS),
developed through Disney's
collaboration with Pixar.

Until then, traditional Disney
animation involved drawing
characters by hand, transferring
the drawings onto transparent
celluloid sheets, and
painstakingly painting them.
CAPS changed this process.
Artists could scan their drawings

backgrounds.

This technology allowed
animators to experiment with
sophisticated camera
movements, layered
backgrounds, depth and visual
effects that were difficult to

achieve through traditional
techniques.
The opening sequence,

featuring Cody flying across the
Australian ~ landscape  on
Marahute's back, is a wonderful
demonstration of these
possibilities. The sweeping
camera movements and the
sense of height and speed were
remarkably advanced for 1990.

The filmmakers also took
considerable care to recreate the
Australian wilderness. Disney's
creative team travelled
approximately 4,000 miles
across Australia, visiting places
such as Ayers Rock (now
Uluru), Katherine Gorge and
Kakadu National Park. They
returned with hundreds of
photographs and sketchbooks
filled with observations of the
landscape.

Interestingly, the directors
initially approached the project
with some hesitation. Mike
Gabriel reportedly recalled his
first reaction to an invitation to
direct:

"Well, after watching George
[Scribner], it doesn't look like it
would be much fun." One more

Marahute. When Cody What follows is an exciting chapter in the history of into computers, colour them interesting production decision:
discovers that a ruthless race against time involving animation. digitally and combine them with Continued on page 11
/

of its animated feature films.

Here are some fascinating facts that
make this film even more special.

1. A Disney first: It was Disney's first
theatrically released animated feature
sequel. The studio had never before
produced a theatrical follow-up to one

establish the

digital
techniques that would transform the
industry. Guinness World Records

animation

than 415

2. A technological milestone: It was the
first fully digital feature film, made
using the CAPS system developed
with Pixar. This collaboration helped

George

3. A star-studded voice cast: Bob Newhart
returned as Bernard and Eva Gabor as
Miss Bianca. John Candy voiced the
hilarious Wilbur, while legendary actor

C. Scott

menacing voice of McLeach.

contributed to the production.

Interesting titbits about the film

straightforward  action-adventure
4. A team effort on a massive scale: More story, with no conventional musical
artists and technicians numbers.

provided the format. It

5. A different kind of Disney adventure:
The film deliberately moved away
from the traditional Disney musical

was designed as a

N

6. An unusual theatrical companion: The
film was originally released alongside
The Prince and the Pauper, a Mickey
Mouse animated short based on Mark
Twain's famous story.

/
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The Rescuers Down...
Continued from page 10

unlike many Disney animated
films, this one does not rely on
elaborate musical numbers.
Composer Bruce Broughton's
orchestral score carries the
adventure, allowing the action
and natural surroundings to take
centre stage.

What should
children learn
from this movie?

There are several meaningful
lessons hidden beneath all the
excitement.

Courage is not about physical
strength: Bernard is an anxious,
nervous little mouse. He often

doubts himself, but when the
situation demands it, he finds
the courage to act. Children
learn that being brave does not
mean being fearless. It means
doing the right thing despite
being afraid.

Protecting  wildlife  is
everyone's responsibility:
Cody's friendship with

Marahute teaches children that
animals are not objects to be
captured or exploited. They
deserve freedom, safety and
respect. The film also introduces
young viewers to the importance
of protecting rare species and
their natural habitats.

Small contributions can make
a big difference: Bernard,
Bianca and their animal
companions demonstrate that
nobody is too small or
insignificant to bring about
change. = Teamwork  and
determination can overcome
seemingly impossible
challenges.

Friendship transcends
differences: The rescuers belong
to different species and come
from different backgrounds. Yet
they work together because they

(111 /_.__,,.
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share a common purpose.
Children can learn to appreciate
differences rather than fear

them.
Doing the right thing requires
responsibility:  Cody  puts

\

himself in danger because he
refuses to abandon an innocent
creature. His actions
demonstrate compassion,
although children should also
understand the importance of
seeking help from responsible
adults rather than confronting
dangerous situations alone.
Above all, the
encourages curiosity

film
about

nature. It reminds children that
the world outside their homes is
full of extraordinary creatures

and, A New | Ife:
TheCouragetoBeginAgain

What doesit feel liketo leave your home, your friendsand
everything familiar behind, and begin lifein a completely
different country? Inside Out & Back Again takesusintothe
heart of thisexperiencethrough the eyes of a ten-year-old
Vietnamese girl. A touching story of displacement, courage
and belonging, thisbook remindsusthat even in the most
difficult circumstances, hope can help usbegin again.

Best quotes from the book

Here are three memorable lines that capture the
book's spirit:
1. "Whoever invented English should have learned to spell."
2. "Mostly I wish I were still smart."

and

worth
protecting.

discovering

Final Words

The Rescuers Down Under
occupies an interesting place in
Disney's history. It is both an
entertaining wildlife adventure
and a technological landmark.
Its animation was ahead of its
time, its action sequences were
ambitious, and its characters
offered a delightful
combination of  humour,
warmth and bravery.

The film also deserves
appreciation for its treatment of
wildlife. Marahute is not merely
a beautiful animated creature;
she represents the freedom and
vulnerability of nature in a
world where greed can destroy
innocent lives.

For children who Ilove
animals, adventure and stories
of unlikely heroes, this film is a
wonderful choice. It delivers
excitement without losing sight
of its central message: you don't
have to be big to be brave, and
you don't have to be powerful to
make a difference.

Sometimes, the biggest
heroes come in the smallest
packages! m

he story is set in 1975,
I during the final days
of the Vietnam War.
Its central character is Ha, a
ten-year-old girl living in
Saigon with her mother and
three older brothers. She loves
her home, her friends,
Vietnamese food and,
especially, the papaya tree
growing in her garden.
But war changes everything.
As North Vietnamese forces

Reading Room

Amazing Books
Every Kid Should Read

approach Saigon, Ha's family
is forced to escape their
homeland. They board a
crowded navy ship, spend time
in refugee camps and
eventually arrive in the United
States.

Their new home is Alabama,
where almost everything feels

\3. "I'm practicing to be seen."

/

strange. Ha struggles with
English, unfamiliar food,
different customs and
classmates who make fun of
her. In Vietnam, she was a
bright student. In America, she
suddenly feels helpless and
unintelligent.

Her mother and brothers are
also struggling, particularly
because
they have |
left behind |
their familiar
lives and are |

uncertain i
about the |
future. The |
family also

carries the |
pain of their |
father, who |
disappeared
during the war.

Through |
Ha's eyes, we [
experience the
sadness of losing a home, the
embarrassment of  being
different, the warmth of family
and the gradual discovery that
life can begin again.

The book is written in short,
free-verse poems rather than

About
theAuthor

conventional paragraphs. This
makes it an easy and engaging
read, particularly for young
readers.

Why is this
book important?

Immigration is  often
discussed through statistics,
politics and
| headlines.  This
| book presents the
! human side of the
experience.
It helps
| children
understand what
| it means to
| become a
stranger in a
new country. It

Baéh

Again shows that
=l | refugees are
e oac M 1Ot simply
| people  who

~ cross borders:;
they are individuals who

leave  behind memories,
friendships, traditions and
dreams.

It also introduces children to
an important historical event:
the Fall of Saigon in 1975 and
the refugee crisis that followed.

Most importantly, it
encourages empathy towards
people who look, speak,

Continued on page 07

Thanhha Lai

L

Born in Saigon, Vietnam, in
1965, Thanhha Lai moved to
the United States with her
family in 1975. Her childhood
experiences as a refugee
inspired this novel. She
studied journalism at the

University of Texas and\
earned an MFA in creative
writing from New York
University. Her other books
include  Listen, Slowly,
Butterfly Yellow and When
Clouds Touch Us. /
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Imagineaskinga
teacher one
guestion: " Isthere
somethingwecan
lear n that will help
usunder stand
everythinginthe
univer se?"
Thousandsof years
ago, awiseand
curiousman named
Shaunakaasked
precisely this
guestion. His
conversation with a
great sagebecame
oneof themost
fascinatinglessons
intheancient
I ndian Upanishads.

\L J
L India, there lived a
learned and respected
man named Shaunaka. He was
not an ordinary student
searching for basic knowledge.
He was already an
accomplished householder, a
man of learning, wealth and
social standing. The Mundaka
Upanishad describes him as a
'Mahashala', which is generally
understood as a  great
householder.
Despite having considerable

ong ago, in ancient
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TheMan WhoWanted

knowledge and worldly
achievements, Shaunaka
had a question that continued
to trouble his mind.

He wanted to understand the
ultimate truth of existence.

He had studied many
subjects and knew that the
world was full of different
kinds of knowledge. There was
knowledge of nature, language,
mathematics, rituals,
astronomy and countless other

things. But he wondered
whether there was one
fundamental truth that

» Qe

connected all
these subjects.

Was there something so
important that understanding it
would help a person understand
everything else?

Determined to find an
answer, Shaunaka decided to

T

toKnow Ever /thing

approach a great sage
named Angiras.

Angiras was a
respected spiritual
teacher who possessed
deep knowledge of
Brahman, the ultimate
reality described in
Hindu philosophy.

Shaunaka did not
approach him with

pride or arrogance.
= He went with
: (’ humility and respect,
as a sincere student
approaches a teacher.

Then he asked a remarkable
question:

"What is that, O respected
teacher, by knowing which
everything else becomes
known?"

Think about this for a
moment. Most students ask
their  teachers how to
understand a particular subject
or solve a difficult problem.
Shaunaka wanted to know the
secret behind all knowledge!

It was an extraordinary
question, and Angiras gave him
an equally extraordinary
answer.

Continued on page 13

Shaunaka may have lived
thousands of years ago, but his
curiosity is remarkably relevant to
children growing up in the age of
smartphones, artificial intelligence
and the internet.

Here are five important lessons 3.
they can learn from him.

1. Never stop asking questions.
Shaunaka was not satisfied with
whatever he already knew. He
wanted to explore further.
Children should develop the habit
of asking questions, even if they
seem unusual or difficult.
Remember, some of the world's
greatest discoveries began with a
simple question: "'Why?'

2.Marksarenot everything.

Academic achievements are 4.

\

important, but education is much
more than examination scores. A
child who understands life,
develops good values and learns
to think independently is also
truly educated.

Learn to  distinguish
information from wisdom.
Today, information is available at
our fingertips. We can find
answers to almost anything on
Google or ask artificial
intelligence.  But  knowing
something and understanding its
importance are two different
things. Wisdom comes from
thinking, = questioning  and
applying knowledge
meaningfully.

Be humble, no matter how

, What Can Today's Children Learn from Shaunaka?

much you know.

Shaunaka was already a learned
man, yet he approached Angiras
with respect. Children should
understand that there is always
something new to learn. Being
intelligent does not mean
knowing everything; it means
being willing to learn from
others.

5. Look beyond what you can see.

The world is not just about
gadgets, money, possessions and
achievements. There are bigger
questions about nature,
relationships, happiness,
kindness and the purpose of life.
Children should develop an
interest in exploring these
questions too.

Fun Facts About
Shaunaka

Here are some
interesting facts about
this fascinating
character.

1. His story appears in
the Mundaka
Upanishad: haunaka's
famous conversation
with Angiras appears
in Chapter 1, Section
1, particularly verses 3

- 5.
2. He was not a young
student: The

Upanishad describes
him as a Mahashala,
suggesting that he was
an established
householder. This
makes his search for
deeper  knowledge
particularly

interesting.

3. His question is
considered one of the
greatest philosophical
questions: The
Sanskrit  question,
Kasminnu Bhagavo
Vijnate Sarvam Idam
Vijnatam Bhavati?,
asks what one needs to
know SO that
everything else
becomes known.

4. He appears in the
Mahabharata tradition
too: In the opening
section of the
Mahabharata, the
storyteller Ugrashrava
Sauti narrates ancient
stories to Shaunaka
and other sages
gathered in  the
Naimisha forest. This
Shaunaka is generally
identified in tradition
with the celebrated
sage of that name,
though the texts do not
establish every detail
of his identity.

5. A sage named
Shaunaka is
traditionally credited
with important works
on Vedic literature,
including the
Brihaddevata and the
Rigveda Anukramani.
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Shaunaka
Continued from page 12

The Teacher's
Answer: Two
Kinds of
Knowledge

Angiras explained that there
are two kinds of knowledge that
human beings should
understand. He called them
Apara Vidya and Para Vidya.

Let's understand these in
simple terms.

Apara Vidya - The
Knowledge of the World
Apara Vidya refers to

worldly or lower knowledge.
This includes the four Vedas -
Rigveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda
and Atharvaveda - along with
six supporting disciplines:

m Shiksha - the science of
pronunciation.

m Kalpa - rules of rituals
and ceremonies.

B Vyakarana - grammar.

mNirukta - the explanation
of words and their meanings.

mChhandas - the study of
poetic metres.

mJyotisha - astronomy and

the study of celestial
movements.

In today's world, we could
compare this to studying
mathematics, science,

languages, history, technology,
medicine and other academic
subjects.

Angiras was not saying that
these subjects were useless. In
fact, they are extremely
important. They help us
understand the world, develop
skills and build a better society.

But there is something
beyond all this.

Para Vidya - The Higher
Knowledge

Para Vidya is the knowledge
of the ultimate reality, known as
Brahman. It is the knowledge
through which a person
understands the eternal and
unchanging truth behind the
constantly changing world.

Angiras explained that
everything in the universe
emerges from this ultimate
reality. He wused beautiful
comparisons to explain this
idea. Just as a spider produces a
web from itself, and just as
plants grow from the earth, the
entire universe arises from the
imperishable reality.

In other words, we may learn
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thousands of things about the
world, but unless we
understand the fundamental
truth connecting everything,

our knowledge  remains
incomplete.
This was the heart of

Angiras's teaching.

The conversation between
Shaunaka and Angiras is
recorded in the very first
section of the Mundaka
Upanishad.

Why Shaunaka's
Question Still
Matters

The beautiful thing about
Shaunaka's story is that he was
not satisfied with simply
collecting information. He
wanted understanding.

Imagine a child who
memorises the names of all the
planets, learns complicated
scientific formulas and scores
excellent marks in
examinations. That is certainly
an achievement.

But what if the same child
also begins asking questions
such as:

B Why does the universe
exist?

B What makes human
beings different from other
living creatures?

B What is the meaning of
happiness?

B Why should we be kind to
others?

B Who am I, beyond my

name, appearance and
achievements?
These  questions  take

learning to another level.

Shaunaka teaches us that
education should not end with
collecting facts. It should make
us curious about life, encourage
us to think deeply and help us
understand ourselves and the
world around us.

And perhaps this is why his
conversation with Angiras has
survived for thousands of years.

Final Words

Shaunaka's story is not about
a magical adventure, a battle
between gods and demons or a
supernatural miracle. It is about

something much more
powerful: the human desire to
understand the truth.

His conversation  with
Angiras teaches us that
knowledge has different
levels. m

TrueHappiness

Janushi Raichura

V ansh had grown up

listening to tales of
women

great men and
who displayed
kindness and practised the art
of giving. Whenever they had
something that another person
needed, they gave it freely,
without hesitation or doubt.
He had always wondered
how someone could do that.
Were they pretending, or were
they genuinely being nice? He
wondered because he was
utterly incapable of it. Giving
his chocolates to a poor boy?
Spending his saved-up pocket
money to feed the

generous?

"Mother," he called out,
"how can someone choose
another person's happiness
over their own?"

His mother was dressed in a
simple saree with elegant
jewellery, getting ready for the
pooja. His father was busy in
the kitchen while she prepared
the thaal for the aarti.

"What do you mean?" she
asked. "Every time I see a poor
child, T find myself in a
dilemma. I wonder whether I
should help him with my
pocket money or buy

good just because you are
expected to. Learn to find joy
in doing it."

"But what if buying games
for myself makes me happier?"

"That's perfectly alright. We
are all human beings. We all
have a little selfishness and
greed within us. The important
thing is to gradually learn what
true happiness means. True
happiness doesn't lie merely in
material possessions. It comes
from the satisfaction of doing
something meaningful. It isn't
just about having things; it is
about how you use them.
Buying something may give

. you temporary pleasure, but

needy instead of " using what you have to
buying toys? No. | _bring happiness to
He simply B someone else can give
couldn't ! you a much
imagine deeper sense of
doing that. fulfilment.
And it Instead of
made buying an
little i expensive
sense to watch, you
him. could use
After that money
all, he to feed ten
was hungry
allowed people. And
to be when you go
happy. " to sleep at
He  was “Butitisn't really about choos ng between your night, you will
allowed to happinessand someoneelse's. It isabout feel content

desire robots
and ice cream.
God was never
supposed to demand
that he give up the things
that brought him joy.

Then why did he feel guilty
every time he saw a starving
child on the streets after
returning from buying
firecrackers? Why did he feel
bad when he saw a hungry
child after spending thousands
on clothes for Diwali?

It was his festival, and he
was allowed to be happy.

That was what festivals
were for: to be happy.

Yet, the guilt continued to
haunt him. On Dhanteras, after
enjoying the fireworks, he
went to bed, but all he could
think about were the faces of
the poor children he had seen.

The next morning, he
decided to consult his mother.

How could he become kind?
How could he learn to be

lear ningtofind happinessin another
per son'shappiness. Feedingahungry,
child should makeyou happy.

something

for myself. Why should I have
to choose between my
happiness and his? And why
do I feel guilty whenever I
choose my own happiness?"
His mother sat beside him,
folding her legs comfortably.
"You feel guilty because
somewhere inside, you know
that you could have made a
kinder choice." She gently
patted his head Dbefore
continuing. "But it isn't really
about choosing between your
happiness and someone else's.
It is about learning to find
happiness in another person's
happiness. Feeding a hungry
child should make you happy.
You shouldn't do something

because you know
you have made a
difference."

"See, Vansh, that's why
I married her. The wisest
woman in the universe!" his
father said with a chuckle as he
brought the bowls of prasad
into the room.

"And I married your father
because of how delicious his
food tastes!" his mother joked.

"So, how will I find
happiness in helping others?"
Vansh asked.

"It will come to you,
gradually. Trust the process.
But  always  remember,
festivals like Diwali were
never meant to be just an
excuse to shop. They are
celebrations of light, love and
togetherness. They give us an
opportunity to spread joy. And
that is exactly what we should
do."

"Spread happiness," Vansh
repeated, almost like a mantra.m
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TheReal Diwall

" P apa! Mummy! Papa!
Mummy!" "What is it, dear
Montu?"

Tarunbhai and Tarikaben rushed into
the living room.

They saw that Montu was with another
boy of his age. Both of them asked
Montu, "Who is this boy, son?
Does he study with you?"
"Yes, Papa and Mummy.
He is my classmate. He
has  just  taken

admission to our
school. His name is
Karan. Papa and
Mummy, do you
know that there is a
juvenile correctional
centre  near  our

society?"
"Yes, son, we know
about
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lives there. Today, I
have brought him home to show him our
firecrackers."

Saying this, Montu took Karan to his
room.

Tarunbhai had bought plenty of
firecrackers for him. There were flower
pots, spinning wheels, sky shots, rockets,
string bombs, sparklers and many more
varieties.

Karan was amazed to see them
all!

"Look, Karan! I
have so many

e

firecrackers. My other friends, Bittu,
Chintu and Sattu, also have plenty of them.
Let's do one thing. Tomorrow is Agyaras.
We will all get together and burst
firecrackers."

"Oh no! The authorities at the centre
won't allow me to come out at night."

After that, the two friends continued
chatting. When it was time for Karan to
leave, he said goodbye and went back.

That night, while having dinner, Montu,
Tarunbhai and Tarikaben started talking.
Montu told his parents about Karan.

"Papa, we want to burst firecrackers
with Karan tomorrow, but the children at
the juvenile correctional centre are not
allowed to go out at night."

"Then why don't we go there instead?"
his father suggested.

"What do you mean, Papa?"

"I mean, why don't all of us celebrate
Diwali with your friends at the juvenile
correctional centre?"

"But Papa, what if those children are not
here on Diwali?"

"Don't worry. We have a solution for
that too. All of us will go there tomorrow,
on Agyaras. Now finish your homework
and go to sleep.”

"Yes, Papa!"

The next evening, Tarunbhai,
Tarikaben, Montu, Bittu, Chintu and Sattu
went to the juvenile correctional centre.
They were carrying several large boxes
with them.

There was a big playground near the
centre. All the children were brought to the
playground. There were around fifty
children.

Montu, Bittu, Chintu, Sattu and Karan
gave each child a box. When the children
opened their boxes, they were delighted to
find plenty of firecrackers inside.

All of them began cheering and
shouting with excitement!

"Come on, shall we burst some
firecrackers now?" Tarunbhai announced.

As soon as he said this, the children
happily began bursting firecrackers.

Montu, Bittu, Chintu and Sattu joined in
too.

Seeing the children's excitement
and happiness, Montu, Bittu, Chintu
and Sattu were equally delighted.

Before leaving, Tarunbhai and
Tarikaben gave every child a box

of firecrackers and some sweets.
Seeing the happiness on the
faces of the children at the
juvenile correctional centre,
Montu, Bittu, Chintu and Sattu
felt immense joy.

"Papa, from now on, we will
celebrate Diwali here in the
same way every year!"

"Of course, son!" Tarunbhai
replied warmly. m
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Ten- -year-old Reyansh sat
cross-legged on the porch of his
ancestral pol house in
Vadodara’'sMandavi, hisfingers
furiously tapping against his
smartphone screen. Thecity was
aglow with festive warmth.
From the majestic gates of
Laxmi Vilas Palace down to the
bustling lanes of Mandvi and
Nyay Mandir, every corner was
wrapped in fairy lights, the
fragrant breeze carrying
whispers of cardamom from
freshly fried ghughras and
mathiyas.

"Reyansh, put that screen
away and come help us arrange
the clay kodiyas," his elder
sister, Dhara, called out, wiping
red vermilion powder from her
hands. Beside her, their
grandfather, lovingly called
Dada, was carefully trimming
cotton wicks.

Reyansh sighed, not looking
up. "Why do we have to clean
and light dozens of oil lamps
every single year? It's so
repetitive! A string of LED bulbs
lights up the balcony in one
click, and I’m about to beat my
high score!"

Dadasmiled gently, hiseyes
crinkling. He set his brass tray
aside and tapped Reyansh’'s
shoulder. "Comewith me, dikra.
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The Flame of Kindness

Let me show you what Diwali
really means.”

Reyansh reluctantly
pocketed his phone and
followed Dada to the terrace.
Below them, Vadodara looked
like a sprawling sea of golden
stars. The cool evening breeze
carried  laughter  from
neighbouring rooftops where
families gathered.

"Tell me, Reyansh, why do
we celebrate Diwali?" Dada
asked softly. "Because Lord
Ramareturned to Ayodhyaafter
defeating Ravana, and the
people lit lamps to welcome
him,” Reyansh answered
promptly, recalling his school
lessons.

"Spot on," Dada nodded.

‘Every clay Iamp repreﬁentsthe
triumph of light over darkness,
good over evil, and knowledge
over ignorance. But think
deeper. What isthereal darkness
we face today?"

Reyansh paused, looking
down at his pocketed phone.

"The modern world isbright
with neon and digital screens,”
Dadaexplained, pointing toward
the shimmering city. "VYet,
loneliness, selfishness, anger,
and distraction are forms of
darkness that creep into our
hearts quietly. An electric bulb
only brightensaroom, Reyansh.
But when you pour your own
care into shaping a wick,
pouring oil, and sheltering a
fragile flame against the wind,

you learn patience and devation.
The flame of a diya teaches
selflessness—it burns gently to
give warmth and light to
everyone around it without
asking for anything in return."
Dhara joined them on the
terrace, carrying awarm platter
of sweets. "Just like our city,"
she chimed in with a grin.
"Vadodara isn't called the
Sanskari Nagari just for palaces
and gardens, Reyansh. It's
special because during festivals,
we open our doors, share sweets
with our neighbours, and make
sure nobody feels forgotten.”
Reyansh looked at the tiny
clay diyaDadaheldin hispalm.
The fragile wick stood tall,
resisting the breeze. He

suddenly remembered Kanti
Kaka, theelderly watchman who
lived alone at the end of their
lane, sitting by his gate with no
family nearby.

"Dada," Reyansh said, his
eyes lighting up with genuine
enthusiasm. "Can | take some
sweets and diyas to Kanti Kaka
first?'

Dada’s face beamed with
pride. "That, Reyansh, isthetrue
beginning of your Diwali."

Running downstairs,
Reyansh left his phone on the
dining table. Together with
Dhara, he filled a wicker basket
with homemade mohandthal,
fresh sweets, and beautifully
painted kodiyas. When they
reached thelane’sgateand lit the
lamps aongside the watchman,
the old man's face broke into a
radiant smile that outshone any
screen Reyansh had ever seen.

That night, Reyansh dipped
hisfingersinoil, preparesand set
every earthen lamp aong the
railings, and watched their
golden glow illuminate hishome.
He understood that the real spirit
of Diwali wasn't just fireworksor
bright lights—it waslighting the
lamp of kindness inside one's
heart.

Moral : Thebrightest light of
Diwali is the kindness we share
with others. A single act of
sharing dispels the darkest
gloom. |
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